modern jo’burg revamp

Centre

stage

The scatter cushions on the patio furniture by
Sevens are made up in Lucky 4 Leaf and Spiral
Sensation from Whatnot Natural Fabrics and Orla
and Pincushion from Skinny laMinx.
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Tearing down walls created an open-plan
living and dining area that’s become
the heart of this home

BEFORE

Who lives here
Entrepreneurs Brent and Lauren Henegan, their daughters
Ashley and Taylor, and their dogs, Sandy, a Labrador, and
Noodles, a Jack Russell.

The house
A four-bedroom split-level house built in the late 1950s with a
large open-plan kitchen, living and dining area that leads onto a
spacious patio and garden. 

Ramon Di Clemente from
DiBi Projects undertook the rebuild taking the house from dated to
contemporary. “Thanks to him we were able to live in the house
during the renovations,” says Lauren. The patio table and chairs
are from Sevens and the lanterns on the tray are from Coricraft.
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In winter a Morso fireplace heats
the open-plan living area.

52

May 2015 | gardenandhome.co.za

T

he house that Lauren and Brent Henegan bought five years
ago wasn’t one they particularly liked. “It was filled with
dated finishes and consisted of a lot of small rooms.When
we entertained, Lauren was always stuck in the kitchen
completely isolated from our guests,” recalls Brent. What did attract
the couple was its location. Close to the school their daughters attend
and in a secure suburb, the house borders one of Jo’burg’s beautiful
green belts and its elevated position takes full advantage of the view of
the treetops. “We also loved that it had easy access to great mountain
bike paths and the tranquil surrounds give the impression that we’re
living in the country rather than a big, bustling city,” says Brent.
For three years, the Henegans planned the renovation. They
envisioned a spacious central living area on the lower level that would
open out onto the patio and the rolling green lawn. “We didn’t want
to encroach on the garden because our kids and dogs have so much
fun running around in it, so we put a lot of thought into how we
could adjust the interior layout instead,” explains Lauren.
The biggest obstacle to their vision was the position of the kitchen,
but by the time they approached Lara Hood of Hood Napier 

BEFORE
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Kirsten Di Clemente of Slate Interiors wallpapered the walls in the
dining area with Harlequin Momentum Trellis (Vol II 110378) from Black
Fabrics. The mirrors are from The Gatehouse at Mavromac and the
console is from Sevens. The kitchen was designed by Optima
Kitchens. Wood laminate flooring from The Carpet & Decor Centre in
Fourways was used throughout the kitchen and dining area. The
dining table is from Sevens and the chairs are covered with Ottawa Bark
from Hertex.
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The stone cladding in the bathroom
is from Mazista. The bath was sourced
from Bathroom Fusion.

BEFORE

Architects to assist with the redesign, Lauren had already relocated
it in her mind. It’s now at the far end of the house adjacent to the
existing dining room. To create a large open area, the dividing
wall between the dining room and the living area was removed. “It
turned out just as we imagined,” says Lauren. “The kitchen, dining
and living area meld into a fabulous space that encourages a sense of
togetherness as a family and also allows us to entertain large crowds
with ease,” she says, adding that when it’s warm the patio and garden
extend the space even further.
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From the start, the couple was assisted by their friend, interior
decorator Kirsten Di Clemente, who runs Slate Interiors with
her business partner Brenda Payne. “Although Lauren and Brent
had a contemporary and elegant interior in mind, they wanted
to avoid formality,” says Kirsten. “They simply looked forward
to having beautiful home in which they could kick back and
relax.” The process of decorating the home was very much a
collaborative one with Lauren and Brent also involved with
sourcing finishes. 

Get the look

Create this relaxing yet glam bedroom in your
home with these fab finds
Monroe linen headboard,
R3 999, @home.
Quilted cream throw,
200cm x 240cm, R999, @home.

Zoffany, Katrina Aqua
wallpaper, POR,
St Leger & Viney.

Carly ottoman, from R3 495, Coricraft.

Decowood shutters, from
R2 500/m, American Shutters.

One of the first areas addressed was the flooring. Tiles laid on the
diagonal and old wall-to-wall carpeting made way for wood-look
vinyl flooring throughout. “It was a great choice because it’s warm
underfoot and unlike a laminate, it’s waterproof,” says Brent.
The Henegans’ desire for a neutral colour scheme gave Kirsten the
opportunity to play with pattern and texture, and she used wallpaper
to create feature walls in the living and dining areas. “Wallpaper
is one of the easiest and most effective ways of giving a space a
completely unique look and nowadays there’s an amazing range of
designs available.”
The main bedroom was glammed up with a damask-style pattern
in pale blue and silver while a half-wall of white shutters separates the
room from the bathroom. “Like the rest of the home it strikes the
perfect balance between comfort and elegance,” says Lauren.
above: The wallpaper in the bedroom is from Mega Mica Eastgate

Light blue blanket-stitch
scatter, R395, Weylandts.
Charleston vinyl flooring,
Partridgewood, from
R266,76/m2 (excl. installation),
Belgotex Floors.

Montego pedestal,
R1 850, SHF.

Herringbone-knit throw,
R399, Woolworths.

and shutters from Plantation Shutters. Kirsten had the headboard
made up in Romo’s Laser Metallic Palladium fabric. The bedside
lamps are from Block & Chisel.
SOURCES @home home.co.za American Shutters americanshutters.co.za Bathroom Fusion winterburns.co.za Belgotex Floors
belgotexfloors.co.za Black Fabrics blackfabrics.co.za Block & Chisel blockandchisel.co.za Coricraft coricraft.co.za DiBi Projects 083 529 9716
Hertex hertex.co.za Hood Napier Architects Lara Hood 082 902 4199 Mazista mazista.co.za Mega Mica Eastgate 011 616 4129 Morso Fireplaces
morso.co.za Optima Kitchens optimakitchens.co.za Plantation Shutters plantation.co.za Romo romo.com Sevens sevens.co.za SHF shf.co.za
Skinny laMinx skinnylaminx.com Slate Interiors Kirsten Di Clemente 078 431 3323 Brenda Payne 082 748 1647 St Leger & Viney stleger.co.za
The Carpet & Decor Centre 011 465 1017 carpetdecor.co.za The Gatehouse at Mavromac thegatehouse.co.za Vintage Vista vintagevista.co.za
Weylandts weylandts.co.za Whatnot Natural Fabrics 011 444 2722 Woolworths woolworths.co.za
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shopping COMPILED BY JOANNE TRAPPITT PHOTOGRAPHS SUPPLIED PRODUCTS ARE
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AND PRICES WERE CHECKED AT TIME OF GOING TO PRINT. SEE PAGE 6.

Eclipse scatter in Aqua, R575,
Vintage Vista.

